Chapter XXV
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPECIAL SERVICES

Special Schools and Health Education. Influence of Montessoxi. Nursery Schools.

ALONGSIDE the development of the national system of
education there has been a notable expansion of subsidiary
services dealing with the health and physical condition of
the children in the nation's schools. But it was only
gradually, after education had become compulsory, that
administrators began to realise how many children were
handicapped by ill-health, deformities, and malnutrition*
For this reason school health services are a comparatively
recent development, though they have made immense
strides, especially since 1902- As far back as 1893 an Elemen-
tary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act had made it
the duty of school boards to provide education for blind and
deaf children, between the ages of seven and sixteen, resi-
dentintheirareas. They were to be accommodated in schools
certified by the Education Department as suitable for the
purpose. As a result day schools and institutions for such
children were established, and existing ones improved, in
various parts of the country. Already, in 1892, schools for
mental defectives had been opened in Leicester and London.
In 1899 an Act empowered authorities to ascertain the
number of children who were epileptic and mentally
defective, and to provide special instruction for them. By
further legislation in 1914 L.E.A.s were compelled to
make suitable provision for mentally defective and epileptic
children. Of recent years it has become a general practice
to distinguish mental defectives from educationally 'back-
ward* children, whose intelligence quotients may range
from about seventy upwards.1 A Mental Deficiency Com-
mittee, which issued its report in 1929, suggested that

1 See Burt, Tbs Backward Child, pp. 84-5.